
4 PETROPHYSICS February 2017

FROM THE PRESIDENT
 2017 is here. We take 
the opportunity to look back 
at what have been SPWLA 
accomplishments for 2016 
and renew our focus on how 
to improve our society this 
year. In November–December 
of 2016 we signed three more 
charter agreements: Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia and Colombia. 

All three are emblematic chapters and show our commitment 
to a truly international SPWLA organization. We have 
also signed several student chapter charters: Texas A&M, 
University of Texas, Instituto Politecnico Nacional de 
Mexico, University of Houston, British University in Egypt, 
Ain Shams University in Egypt, Institut Teknologi dan Sains 
Bandung in Indonesia. Several universities, such as China 
University of Petroleum, Texas Tech University, Waseda 
University of Japan and others are in the  nal process of 
approval. We also continue our talks with the remaining 
chapters in USA, Europe and Latin America. 
 As a result of our fall topical conference on Plugging 
and Abandonment, a new SIG is being formed, addressing 
wellbore integrity through reservoir surveillance logs. This 
SIG will have impact not only on production optimization 
efforts but also for plug and abandonment (P&A) diagnosis. 
One of the goals of this new SIG is to provide SPWLA 
guidelines to worldwide regulatory bodies on P&A.
 As part of SPWLA’s growing recognition, we have 
started communications with the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (US NRC) regarding matters related to 
radioactive logging sources. This adds to our previously 
announced presence on the Oil and Gas Reserves Committee 
(OGRC).
 As you are aware, SPWLA successfully established the 
Frank S. Millard Training Center at its Houston location 
in 2016. The training center is part of SPWLA’s ever-
expanding efforts to advanced petrophysical knowledge. As 
the committee is currently identifying the 2017 portfolio of 
courses and training schedule, we would like to encourage 
those of our members who are instructors, to contact 
SPWLA to express their interest in teaching a course or 
seminar. Please contact training@spwla.org. Similarly, we 
want to hear from all our members with suggested topics 
of interest so we match our training offer to your training 
needs.
 Our technical activities continue with several local 
chapter meetings, and the upcoming Spring Topical 
Conference in Bogota, Colombia, on “Value of Information 
and Uncertainty in Petrophysics,” on 17–19 April. The 
cochairs are Jean-Paul Koninx and Cesar Patiño. Please 

check our website regularly for updates.
 The preparations for our annual symposium in Oklahoma 
City are in full gear. We have 55 oral presentations and since 
electronic posters have proven to be a great value, 75 posters, 
opening opportunities for more technical exposure. To date, 
we have secured several of our main sponsors and exhibitors, 
with many more showing interests in participating.  
 The International Student Paper Contest that will be held 
during our Oklahoma City Symposium is being coordinated 
through internal university competitions worldwide, with 
contestants from Japan and China already identi  ed. 
 Our annual enrollment has not been affected this year. 
We have to thank our loyal SPWLA members for this 
continued support. We strive to  nd ways to make your 
membership worthwhile and to that effect I encourage you 
to send me suggestions on how we can increase the value of 
your membership. My email is President@spwla.org and is 
open to all who wish to address any of our society issues to 
make it healthier.
 Finally, please plan to attend the Oklahoma City 
Symposium, June 17-21, 2017. 

Luis Quintero
2016–2017 SPWLA President


